
Anglo-Swedish Society AGM 

26 Haga Östergata         Tuesday 25th February 2020    

 

18:00 Start of the meeting 

1. Election of Chairperson and Secretary for the meeting 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. To receive and approve the minutes of the AGM 2019 

4. To receive the Chairperson’s Annual Report for 2019.  

5. To receive and approve the Treasurer’s Report for 2019.  

6. To receive Auditor’s statement 2019 

7. To receive the membership secretary’s report 2019 

8. To agree the subscription fee for 2021 – proposed to keep 150:- pa 

9. To grant legal discharge to the Society’s Officers. 
 

10.  Election of Officers and Committee Members for 2020 

 
The following Officers and Committee Members submit for re-election:  

 Chairperson - John Chaplin (also web master) 

 Treasurer     - Birger Ekengren (also membership secretary) 

 Secretary     - Caroline Ashcroft   

 Members     - Sheila Andersson, Keith Barnard, Ingmar Heldsdörfer, 

Sharon Abrahamson  
Vacancies will be filled during the year at the discretion of Committee 

 

11. To elect Hon. Auditor 2020 - Lars Biörnerud to continue.  

 

12. Nominations for the Henry Penson Prize to be awarded for services towards Anglo-

Swedish cultural understanding at the Anniversary Dinner 10th Oct 2020 

 

13. Any other business 

 

14. Proposed Activities to be decided for the new Committee 

 Talks - Chalmers lectures / BREXIT  

 100th Anniversary of the Society 10 Oct 2020 – /preparations 

 Carol singing evening  

 Book club - ELB(A) Book club on MeetUp site   

 Theatre visits - ETN(A) theatre group now on MeetUp site  

 Commemorative days- ANZAC Day / Remembrance day 

 Social event - Mingle in the Park Slottskogen 4th July 12:00 
 

15. Close of AGM and thank retiring member Keith Barnard for valuable work on 

the committee over many years. 

 
 

19:00   Light Buffet  

19:30  ‘A Photographic Journey through Switzerland‘ with Simon Englén 

 



 

Anglo-Swedish Society 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2019 
Tuesday 26 February 2019 

 

# The meeting was opened at 18:00. 
 
# John Chaplin was elected as Chairperson and Caroline Ashcroft as Secretary for the meeting 
 
# The Agenda was approved as per the proposed agenda attached to the Notice of the AGM 
previously distributed in accordance with the Club Statutes. 

 
# The Minutes of the previous AGM (Feb 2018) were read and approved.  
 
# The Chair person’s Annual Report was received highlighting the programme of activities that had 

been organized in 2018.  
 
# The Treasurer’s Report was received indicating a stable economy and approved.  

 
# The Auditor’s statement was presented in person by the auditor and approved. 
 
# The membership secretary’s report was received indicating a stable membership of around 50 
members. The report was approved 
 

# The subscription fee for 2020 was agreed to remain at 150:- (fees are agreed for one year ahead 
of time) 
 
# Legal discharge was given to the Society’s Officers. 
 
# The following Officers and Committee Members were re-elected for 2019 

 Chairperson - John Chaplin (also web master) 

 Treasurer - Birger Ekengren (also membership secretary, newsletter editor) 

 Secretary - Caroline Ashcroft   
 Members: Sheila Andersson, Keith Barnard , Tore Fjällbrant, Ingmar Heldsdörfer, Sharon 

Abrahamson  
 Membership of the committee remains open to applicants throughout the year. 

 
# Lars Biörnerud was re-elected as an Hon. Auditor for 2019.  

 
 
# No other business was proposed. 
 
 
# Activities for 2019 were proposed to the Committee 

 Theatre evenings: GEST, Gothenburg Drama Group 

 Mingle in the Park summer event in Slottskogen 6th July  
 A Not quite a ceilidh evening remembering celebrating 300th anniversary of the end of 

the Golden age of Pirates in Gothenburg – to be in November 
 Commemorative days  - ANZAC Day / Remembrance Day  

 Christmas party at Solrosen following the Carol Service at St.Andrew’s church. 
 ELB(A) Book club continues with meetings monthly 

 Continued support for NTLive theatre performances 
 
# The Chair thanked the members of the Committee for their hard work during the year and the 
meeting closed at 18:30. 
 

 

 



Chairperson’s Annual Report for 2019                     

John Chaplin     25 Feb 2020 

Membership:  50 family members in Gothenburg.  
 

Economy: stable with an end of year result of ????:- leading to a total net asset of 40000:-  
 

Communication with members: The webpage (www.angloswedish.se ), and  Facebook page  

(facebook.com/ AngloSwedishGothenburg) continue to be the most active way for members and 

potential members to keep up-to-date with the activities of the Society. The Newsletter was produced 

four times.  
 

 

Activities:  

Commemorative days: ANZAC day (25 April) and Remembrance Day (10 Nov). We continued the 

tradition of laying wreaths at the British and Commonwealth and the German war grave sections at 

Kviberg Cemetery,. Following the wreath laying a reception was hosted at the German church.  
 

ELB(A) book club continues to attract new members via the social networking site Meetup 

(http://www.meetup.com/ELBexA/ ).  ELB(A) met eight times during the year. 20:- per night. 
 

Theatre We attended GEST, Gothenburg Drama Group, and four NTLive plays from London shown 

at Bio Roy, where we enjoy a discount for members. 15th April    All About Eve  / 20th May   All My 

Sons - by Arthur Miller.  /  19th August The Audience with Helen Mirren  / 16 Dec. (18:00)  The 

Winter’s Tale (with Judy Dench) 

 

Talks: # The Chalmers’ Lecture (26 Feb 2019) - Göran Wendin on Quantum technology – will that 

really change our (grandchildren’s) lives? 

 

            # Helen Pankhurst gave a talk to association and 

the GU Politics dept. on the topic of gender equality and 

suffragettes. A viewing of the police transcript of the 

talk given by her grandmother, Silvia, when she came to 

Gothenburg was arranged with Karl-Magnus Johansson  

from the Riksarkivet. (who discovered the transcript). 

Also attending were: the British Consul Lars 

Wiklund,generaldirektör riksarkivarie Karin Åström Iko 

and Ulf Andersson, Kitty Milward British Council, 

Anna-klara Bratt från Feminist Perspective and a 

photographer. 

 

 

            # Brexit Town-hall meeting We assisted the British Embassy in Stockholm in the arrangement 

of the meeting at the lecture hall in the 

Residenset was held with c50 attendees. A 

pamphlet  ‘Preparing for Brexit’ was circulated 

to members. The new British Ambassador to 

Sweden, Judith Gough gave an update on the 

implications of Brexit for UK nationals living 

and working here. She was be joined by 

representatives from Migrationsverket and 

Försäkringkassan. 
                                                                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                    

http://www.angloswedish.se/
http://facebook.com/AngloSwedishGothenburg
http://www.meetup.com/ELBexA/
https://angloswedish.wordpress.com/2018/11/24/anglo-swedish-chalmers-lecture-2019-quantum-technology-will-that-really-change-our-grandchildrens-lives/
https://angloswedish.wordpress.com/2018/11/24/anglo-swedish-chalmers-lecture-2019-quantum-technology-will-that-really-change-our-grandchildrens-lives/


Summer Mingle in the park. We met in at Villa Belparc, Slottsskogen, together with the British 

Club, ELB(A) and the International Women’s Club of Gothenburg. About 15 people attended in the 

worst rainstorm we have had for a long time. An indoor version of an English-style treasure hunt.  

Everyone had a good time despite the rain.  
 

Social evening: Britalian Evening with the British Club and International Women’s Club (26 April 

2018) held at Casa Degli Italiana (Italian club) in Gamla Staden. 60 people attended. The Italian Club 

has now closed. 
 

Not Quite a Cèilidh is our main event of the 

year with over 50 members attending (12 

Nov 2019). A dramatic presentation of the 

Pirates of Gothenburg was performed by our 

Not Quite a Cèilidh ensemble. This 

celebrated the 300th anniversary of the 

eventful year 1719, the end of the Golden 

age of pirates and the Danish attack on Nya 

Varvet. An information sheet describing 

some of the background to the play and the 

characters depicted has been produced 

illustrating the deep and mysterious 

connections between Britain and Gothenburg 

300 years ago.  A PDF document is available 

from our web site angloswedish.se/NQAC 
 

 

Book Fair: Via the British council we planned to have a ‘Meet the author’ opportunity and made 

contacts with three British authors attending the Gothenburg book fair. We were able to assist the 

English school in making contacts and arranging a talk at the school by Helen Pankhurst. We also 

assisted Helen Pankhurst during her time in Gothenburg with accommodation and arrangement of a 

lecture to the University. A essay on Silvia Pankhurst’s visit to Gothenburg 1913 has also been 

prepared and is being considered for publication. 
 

Christmas carols evening was arranged by Birger and held again at Restaurant Solrosen in Haga. 

Thanks to the new owners of Solrosen a lovely vegetarian Christmas dinner was offered. The Anglo-

Swedish Society provided the mince pies. English carols and Swedish Christmas songs were sung with 

the assistance of the English church choir, poems recited by Ruby and Gisela.  Leif was our invited 

singer.  

 

Cooperation: We have continued our close cooperation with the British Club, St. Andrew’s Church 

and Business Region Gothenburg and The English Shop.  

 

Arrangements for the 100th Anniversary of the Society  

The Masonic Lodge in Brunnsparken has been booked for the night of the 10th Oct 2020. This is a 

very central and easily accessible location. They do the catering. The financial account balance should 

be sufficient to cover this activity.  

 

The Henry Penson Prize  This would be an annual award presented by the Anglo-Swedish Society of 

Gothenburg to a person or an organisation that has furthered the mission of the Anglo-Swedish 

Society by contributing to promoting good relations and better understanding between the UK and 

Sweden. The 1st award to be made during the 100th Anniversary celebration. 

 


