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Promoting good relations between the UK and Sweden for 100 years. 

Dear all, Merry Christmas and a happy New Year  

As 2020 draws to a close we look forward to better times to come and ways to make an 

Anglo-Swedish Christmas special as well as safe. We won’t be able to have our traditional 

Christmas dinner and carols night at Solrosen 

this year but if you are in the mood for a 

Christmas sing-along then you could join Sandi 

Toksvig at the Globe Theatre in London for 

Christmas at the (Snow) Globe (21st Dec – 

5th Jan). This watch-from-home event comes 

with a seven-page song sheet. 
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/whats-

on/christmas-at-the-snow-globe-2020/ (links are in the email).  

Tickets cost £15. 

If you can’t have Christmas without a panto, The National 

Theatre has what you need.  Dick Whittington is available 

on the National’s YouTube channel from 23-27 December. 

The panto was recorded at its final preview as a gift for 

families. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUDq1XzCY0NIOYVJvEMQjqw 

We can also recommend the Swedish Chamber Choir Christmas CD ‘So 

Fair and Bright’. Several of the tracks are available free on YouTube.   

Our next online book club meeting will discuss ‘The Bluest Eye’ (Toni 

Morrison, 1970) on Tuesday 19th January at 18:30. This was her first 

novel and tells the story of a black, eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove who 

prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she will be as beautiful and beloved 

as all the blond, blue-eyed children in America. 

The book will be introduced by one member, followed by open discussion, 

ending with a fika and a general chat if people want to stay on the Zoom.  

If you want to join us, please go to our book club web page 

https://www.meetup.com/ELBexA/  and sign up to the ELB(A) book club. 

At least at the start of 2021 we will be facing restrictions and therefore our annual general 

meeting, usually held in February, will be moved – perhaps online. Even if it is online, we 

may still be able to have a travelogue after the meeting which has always been popular.    
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Have a Dickens of a Christmas! 

Christmas is going to be a bit different this year so we have 

been looking for events online that can still make it feel 

special even if you are staying at home. Change is always 

stressful but can also be rewarding. For example, the 

change that comes over Mr Scrooge at this time of year. 

One thing we can highly recommend is the dramatic 

‘puppet’ adaptation of A Christmas Carol performed by 

Dominic Gerrard at the former home of the Charles 

Dickens. This virtual event will be on Sunday 20th & Thursday 31st December.  There is 

even a chance on the 22nd Dec. to celebrate Christmas with the descendants of Charles 

Dickens as they share memories from generations past and discuss all the vital ingredients of 

a Dickens family Christmas today. Both events require a ticket (cost £15). Here is the link to 

the webpage https://dickensmuseum.com/blogs/all-events/  If you want a really ambitious 

reading project there is a Facebook group /Dickens2021 that aims to explore the 15 novels 

and 5 novellas written by Charles Dickens – all in one year.  

Two Zoom events for the new year from the AngloSwedish Society UK: 

 12 January (19:00 - 20:15)  Northern Light. A talk by Christina Cadogan, Director 

of Cadogan Fine Arts on national identity in late 19th and early 20th century Swedish 

painting.  

 3 February (19:00 - 20:00) Carl Linnaeus: ‘Nosce te ipsum’. A talk by Dr Isabelle 

Charmantier and Dr Will Beharrell on importance of Carl Linnaeus. 

Finally, if you want a bit of laugh in these hard times, the full five seasons of The Cold 

Swedish Winter is available on BBC Sounds. This is a sitcom series by Danny Robins about 

a Brit moving to Sweden. https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06t6164  

 

The ELB(A) English language book club book list  
On Zoom, third Tuesday of the month at 18:30. 
 
Jan 19  The Bluest Eye - Toni Morrison  
Feb 16   Lucy - Jamaica Kincaid  
Mar 16 Drive Your Plow Over the Bones of the Dead  
- Olga Tokarczuk 

News from St Andrews Church 
No Carol Services this year. Instead there 
will be a recording of the choir singing 
Christmas Carols, available from the 24th 
onward on the website 
https://www.standrews.nu/ 
Advent services are also available here.  

 

www.angloswedish.se & 
https://www.facebook.com/AngloSwedishGothenburg/ 

 

Your membership for 2020 is extended to cover 2021  

- Merry Christmas from the Committee! 
  membership@angloswedish.se  
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