
 Anglo-Swedish Society of Gothenburg  

April Newsletter 2021 

 

Promoting good relations and understanding between Great Britain and Sweden. 

 

Dear all,   

The AGM was held at the end of March. The standing officers agreed to carry on for the 
coming year. We are still unable to make definite plans for ‘in-person’ meetings due to the 
pandemic, but we have plans for some online events which were announced in the last 
newsletter and can also be found below. The centenary celebration has been postponed 
until 2022 in order to make sure that there is no risk from large gatherings. After the AGM 
we were joined by Alexander Malmaeus from the London branch of the Anglo-Swedish 
Society who gave us a talk on the history and current activities of the London Society.  

As members of the Anglo-Swedish Society in Gothenburg you are also members of the 
London-based Society and can attend their events. 

 

New event 

Online Talk “Frank Heller and England”,  Tuesday 1st June 
19.00  

Frank Heller was the pen name of the Swedish writer Gunnar 
Serner  (1886 - 1947), who wrote adventure books, many of which 
were set in England. Gunnar had his own chequered past, and 
Professor Wilhelm Engström, a member of the Anglo-Swedish 
Society in Gothenburg, and of the Frank Heller Society has agreed 
to talk to us about the man who was considered Sweden's 
foremost adventure writer in the 1920s and 1930s.  Prof. Engstöm 
is the editor and co-author of a new collection of stories entitled 

“Frank Heller and England” (https://lawenius.wordpress.com/tag/pelotard-press/) 
Please use this Zoom link to access the Talk: 
https://tinyurl.com/FRANKHELLER  

See abstract further down. 
 
 
Announcement  
The forthcoming Confederation of Scandinavian Societies  journal will feature a history of 
the Anglo-Swedish Society in Gothenburg. (website: https://www.coscan.org.uk/) 

https://tinyurl.com/FRANKHELLER
https://www.coscan.org.uk/


 

Events of interest for members previously announced 

Not Quite a Get-together in the Park: a virtual treasure hunt July 2021, The idea is that you 
will be able to complete the treasure hunt at any time during the summer and we will score 
all entries as they arrive.  
 
Centenary celebration – 100 years of the Anglo-Swedish Society. We hope this will be a 
large and popular event, and therefore a postponement until 2022 is the best option. 
 
Book club  
The ELB(A) English language book club is currently entirely 
online.  There is one meeting left this season (on Zoom).  
# Tuesday May 18 at 18:30 The Power (Naomi Alderman, 2016) 
This is a gripping story of how the world would change if power was 
in the hands of women. It also exposes, with breath-taking daring, 

our contemporary world. See this link for details ELB(A) meetup 
page  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Confederation of Scandinavian Societies  
The Anglo-Swedish Society is a member of the CoScan / Confederation of Scandinavian 
Societies  (website: https://www.coscan.org.uk/) See their latest newsletters here: 
2020/1  2020/2  (https://issuu.com/evarobards/docs/coscan_magazine_2020_2) 
 
 
ANZAC wreath laying at Kviberg cemetery was cancelled this year due to Covid. 
 
 
 
 

All events are listed on the website: www.angloswedish.se and Facebook  
 

Annual membership 150:- per family  
(membership for 2020 is carried over to 2021) 

Plusgiro 24 27 00–3 and write to 
membership@angloswedish.se  

https://www.meetup.com/ELBexA/messages/boards/thread/52868177/#132629651
https://www.meetup.com/ELBexA/messages/boards/thread/52868177/#132629651
https://facebook.com/155891781111761
https://facebook.com/155891781111761
https://www.coscan.org.uk/
https://issuu.com/evarobards/docs/coscan_magazine_2020_1
https://issuu.com/evarobards/docs/coscan_magazine_2020_2
https://issuu.com/evarobards/docs/coscan_magazine_2020_2
http://www.angloswedish.se/
https://www.facebook.com/AngloSwedishGothenburg/
mailto:membership@angloswedish.se


 
 
 

Online Talk “Frank Heller and England”,  Tuesday 1st June 19.00 

Gunnar Serner (1886-1947), better known under his pen name Frank 

Heller, was a promising academic with high aspirations. At the age of 23 

he obtained his PhD in English literature at the University of Lund. 

However, he had expensive habits and was fond of partying – which 

was common among students and younger academics in Lund at that 

time – and this left him in debt and hounded by banks and creditors. In 

a desperate attempt to solve his financial problems he cashed two 

forged cheques and fled Sweden. His first port of call was London but 

he was soon recognized by a former acquaintance and fearing the long 

arm of the law, he again made a run for it at great haste, this time to  

Monte Carlo. His dreams of financial independence through spinning 

the roulette wheel were however brutally crushed by the casino.  

 

Impoverished and staving, he contemplated suicide as a way out of his 

difficulties. He desperately tried one last possibility – to make use of his 

pen and his command of written language. His first, rapidly produced, 

short adventure story was set in Monte Carlo. A Stockholm based 

publisher liked it and Gunnar started to earn a living. He had at last 

found a way to make an honest income. Other short stories, as well as a 

full-length novel – “The Grand Duke's finances” followed.  By 1914 he 

had established himself as a reputable author whose books were well 

received by reviewers.  Some of his best plots were set in England. His 

first collection of stories had the title: “Mr Collin’s affairs in London”, it 

was made into a film and remains one of his bestsellers. 

 

 

Wilhelm Engström, is a council member of the Frank Heller Society and editor and co-author of the 

recently published book “Frank Heller och England”. He will give a zoom talk on the author´s 

adventurous life and relationship to England. 

 

Please use this Zoom link to access the Talk: https://tinyurl.com/FRANKHELLER  

 

https://tinyurl.com/FRANKHELLER

